




         English 12






   Character Types
For the most part, the following character types should be review for you.  However, you still need to recognize these classifications in literature at the English 12 level.
1.
Flat Character:

has only one or two distinct traits, ideas, or qualities.

2.
Round Character:
is complex and multi-faceted: has many traits 







and is more fully developed.

3.
Static Character:
remains the same throughout the story.

4.
Dynamic (developing) Character:
undergoes a permanent change 









in some aspect of his character, 









outlook, or personality.

5.
Stock Character:
a special type of flat character: a stereotyped 







character whose nature is immediately known.



Characters may be revealed:

· by action

· by his/her chosen environment (occupations and companions)

· by speech and dialogue

· by description (physical appearance)

· by reactions of others towards the character

· by exposition of the author or another character

· by thought.
Protagonist:
the central character in the story.

Antagonist:
the forces arrayed against the protagonist: may be persons, things, conventions of society, or traits of his own character.

Conflict: a clash of actions, desires, ideas, wills. 

Types of conflict

Internal:
something within the protagonist’s own character that he or she is battling.

External:
something or someone in the outside world that the protagonist is battling.
